
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS’ 
      CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST 

2017 Scholarship and Bursary Application Guide 

 

The Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance Trust (AVCAT) is a national independent 
charity managing tertiary scholarships and bursaries for children and grandchildren of 

ex-service men and women. 

 

AVCAT managed scholarships and bursaries are funded by the Australian Government 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs, various ex-service organisations and private donors. 

They share common features and general eligibility rules, with some variations. They are 

means tested and support full-time study at university, TAFE and registered training 

organisations. Studies outside Australia are not supported. 

 

Most scholarships are for veterans’ children, however some of the sponsored 

scholarships are also available for grandchildren who are direct descendants of 

Australian Defence Force veterans. 

 

The Australian Government Department of Veterans’ Affairs provides the Long Tan 
Bursary specifically for children of Vietnam veterans. 

 

Are you eligible to apply for a Long Tan Bursary or another bursary of 

scholarship managed by AVCAT?  

 

Do the Eligibility Test Now! (Page 3) 
 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Thanks to all of our scholarship sponsors 
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Are YOU eligible to apply for a scholarship or bursary? 

 

1. Are you a child or grandchild of an Australian veteran?      

YES Go to Question 2   NO  You are NOT eligible   

 

2. Are you an Australian permanent resident?  

YES  Go to Question 3   NO You are NOT eligible 

 

3. Are you enrolled or planning to enrol in tertiary studies for a minimum of one year?  

YES  Go to Question 4   NO You are NOT eligible 

 

4. Will you be studying full-time next year? 

YES  Go to Question 5   NO You are NOT eligible 

 

5. Are you or will you be eligible for Centrelink’s Youth Allowance? 

YES  Go to Question 6   NO You are NOT eligible 

 

6. Are you under 25yrs of age?   

YES  Read on!   NO  See Note 2 below 

 

Please contact AVCAT via our website www.avcat.org.au or call us 

on (02) 9213 7999 

 

 

NOTES: 

1. Scholarships are means tested. 

2. Students older than 25 are required to provide an explanation for the delay in tertiary 

studies.  

3. On-line study is acceptable. 

4. Other eligibility criteria apply, for details, check the website. 

 

 

 

http://www.avcat.org.au/
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Please read the information below before completing the Application Form! 
 

This information will assist you in completing your Application Form. Refer to the notes for each section of the 

Application Form to ensure that you are providing all the necessary information. If you are unsure of any 

requirement please contact AVCAT on  

E:   avcat@dva.gov.au  or   P: 02 9213 7999  9:00am – 4:00pm Monday – Friday 
 

It is mandatory that all information, including the required documents, are received   

NO LATER THAN 31st OCTOBER 2016. 
Failure to provide all documentation as requested may result in your application being  

unable to be processed and assessed appropriately. 

 

Privacy 

As part of the Scholarship and Bursary Application Process AVCAT asks you for certain personal information. 

Such information may be used to assess your application and to report to our donors. The personal 

information may be stored electronically or in paper files. Wherever possible we collect information from the 

person concerned, but it may be necessary to obtain information from other people as well including 

Government departments and authorities.  

 

We take all reasonable steps to ensure that information held in paper or electronic form is safe and secure, 

and protected from misuse, loss, unauthorised access, modification or disclosure. We take all reasonable steps 

to ensure that personal information is only used by employees or disclosed to other organisations to the extent 

necessary for our business purposes. Sections 9, 10 and 11 deal with the release of information and 

declarations to be made by the applicant and parents, as appropriate. 

Eligibility 

 Applicants need only complete one application form to be considered for all scholarships and 

bursaries which are available through AVCAT.  

 All scholarships and bursaries share a number of common eligibility criteria, however, specific 

criteria may apply, such as the applicant may need to be a resident of a specific shire, electorate or 

state/territory; the veteran may need to be a member of an association or served in a specific 

conflict or battalion. 

 Applications are assessed on a Financial, Merit and Deservedness basis, hence the requirements for 

academic results, referee reports, detailed financials and supporting documents. 

 

To apply for a scholarship or bursary you must be: 

 the child or grandchild of a person with operational service (as defined by the legislation), or three or 

more years continuous full-time other service, as a member of the Australian Navy, Army or Air Force; 

 under the age of 25 when applying unless exceptional circumstances exist. Such exceptional 

circumstances will relate to the reasons why the applicant has delayed their tertiary studies. 

 enrolled (or planning to enrol) in a full-time undergraduate, tertiary course of one or more academic 

years duration by attendance at University, TAFE or a registered training organisation. Masters or 

Doctorate degrees may be considered as part of the Long Tan Bursary Scheme, but are treated as a 

lower priority. Under certain circumstances, online and part-time study may be considered. 

 In financial need as determined within the means test eligibility for Centrelink’s Youth Allowance 
educational benefits. 

 

Step, adopted, foster children or wards of a veteran are eligible provided they satisfy the additional 

parameters of eligibility. However grandchildren must be the direct descendant of a veteran and may only be 

eligible for some scholarships and bursaries. Operational service for AVCAT purposes includes eligible war 

service, war-like service and peace-keeping/peace-making service. 

mailto:avcat@dva.gov.au
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Completing the Application Form:   

Section 1:  Applicant’s Details  

Please provide proof that you are a child or 

grandchild of a veteran whose service makes you 

eligible. 

 A copy of your full birth certificate (NOT an 

extract) is required. 

 If you are a grandchild, you must be a direct 

descendant of the veteran. Please provide a 

full birth certificate for your mother or father 

naming the veteran as their parent. 

 If you are adopted or a ward, provide copies of 

your adoption papers or court order. 

 If you are a veteran’s step or foster child, 

provide a statutory declaration that he or she 

has maintained you for five of the last ten 

years. 
 

Section 2:  Veteran’s Details 

Please provide proof of the veteran’s service history. 
 A copy of an official document showing the 

veteran’s Vietnam service or other operational 
service and the period or periods of 

continuous full-time service as a member of 

the Australian Army, Navy or Air Force (eg 

Discharge Certificate or Certificate of Service 

listing the enlistment and discharge dates for 

the veteran). 
 

Section 3:  Academic Background 

Applications are based on need and merit. An 

applicant’s academic background will provide AVCAT 
assessors with a picture of each applicant’s likely 
ability to complete their chosen study. 

S3.1:  Academic Background 

 If you are currently studying, please complete 

the details indicating the course, the 

institution and year of study. Also include any 

qualifications that you already hold. 

S3.2:  Proposed Course of Study 

 Attach a copy of the official handbook or 

similar document giving the name, level and 

length of the course and confirming that the 

course is full-time by attendance. 

Applicants starting a new course next year who 

have an offer of place already, should provide 

proof of offer. 
 

Section 4:  Scholarship Eligibility  

Applicants are considered for all scholarship schemes 

for which they are eligible. Only one application form  

needs to be completed to apply for any or all of the  

scholarships AVCAT administers.  

S4.1:  Scholarship Eligibility 

 If you answer YES to any of the eligibility 

questions then attach evidence as requested. 

S4.2:  Other Scholarships 

 Please complete if applying for other 

scholarships. 

Section 5:  Academic Results 

Applicants are required to provide a copy of their 

results and reports for the past 18 months of study 

to ensure assessors are provided with a fair overview 

of the applicant’s academic ability. 
S5.1:  Academic Results for current Year 12 

students 

 If you are currently studying your final year of 

secondary studies please attach a copy of your 

results and reports for the last 18 months and 

final year reports/results if you have them for 

this year, including Year 12 Trials if applicable. 

If you did not do as well as you expected, 

please provide an explanation. 

 Also include your expected ATAR or 

equivalent. 
 

S5.2:  Academic Results for current university, 

TAFE or Registered Training Organisation 

 If you are currently studying at university, TAFE 

or a registered training organisation please 

attach a copy of your results and reports for 

the last 18 months and final year 

reports/results if you have them for this year. 

If you did not do as well as you expected, 

please provide an explanation. 

 Also include the ATAR or equivalent mark 

which you received at the end of Year 12. 
 

S5.3:   Academic results for students for whom it 

has been more than 2 years since formal study 

 If you are not studying, have been studying 

part-time or by correspondence in the last two 

years provide the results of your last two years 

of full-time study.  

 If you did not complete your last full-time 

course or you have not been in full-time 

education in the last three years attach a 

statement of explanation. 
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S5.4:  Confidential Academic Referee’s Report 
As part of the academic assessment each applicant 

needs to provide a confidential Academic Referee’s 
Report (see separate document) completed by your 

chosen Academic Referee and posted or emailed 

DIRECTLY to: 
 

AVCAT at PO Box K978 Haymarket. NSW 1240 

avcat@dva.gov.au 

DUE DATE: 31 OCTOBER 2016 

 Ask a teacher or tutor who has recently taught 

you in the last 12 months in a  subject relevant 

to your chosen tertiary course of study, to 

complete the report OR 

 If you have been in permanent employment 

for a number of years, an employer report will 

be acceptable. 
 

Section 6:  Family Situation 

Applicants, even if independent, need to complete 

the details for the immediate family group including 

the applicant’s parents, partner and dependents. 
 

Section 7:  Family Financial Situation 

As part of the application process it is necessary for 

the applicant to provide the details of their and their 

family’s financial situation to ensure that an accurate 

assessment of their needs can be made. 

Sections: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7 and 7.8 should 

be completed for the immediate family group, ie for 

both you and your parents or partner (or custodial 

parent and their partner) in combination. This also 

applies to applicants who live away from home 

and/or receive benefits at living away from home 

rates.  
 

The following are classified as ‘independent’ by 
Centrelink.  These ‘independent’ applicants should 
not include their custodial parents’ details. 
 Aged 22 or over and a full-time student 

 Married or in a registered relationship 

 In a de facto relationship (12 months or more) 

 Have or have had a dependent child 

 Have been in state care, now ceased because 

of age 

 Have been orphaned and have not been legally 

adopted 

 Supported themselves through workforce 

participation 

 

 

 

Section 8:  Personal Statement 

The Personal Statement should be written by the 

applicant to demonstrate to the selection committee 

that they meet the selection criteria pertaining to 

Financial, Merit and Deservedness. This statement 

should provide a comprehensive picture of the 

applicant as a student and a person and show the link 

between the applicant and the veteran. 
 

Financial: tell us about your family’s financial          

  background. 

Merit:  tell us about your academic potential, your 

motivation, your career goals and how your 

proposed course of study will help achieve 

these goals. 

Deservedness: tell us about the impacts of your 

personal and/or family circumstances. 
 

Write about your interests, hobbies and extra-

curricular activities relevant to your course or career 

ambitions. If you are over the 25 year age limit, 

include your exceptional circumstances which you 

want us to consider. If you are disabled and may 

require additional financial one-time assistance to 

enable you to complete your studies, please describe 

those requirements and attach current medical 

evidence to support your statement. 
 

Attach the following documents to your 

application: 

 Resume 

 References/prizes/award certificates (no more 

than four documents and less than two years 

old) 

 Evidence of scholarships and other distinctions 

 If parent, teacher, doctor or some other 

person wishes to provide confidential 

information to support the application, either 

send direct to AVCAT or attach it to your 

application. 

NOTE: If you require more space than is provided on the 

application form, please attach extra sheets to the 

Personal Statement page. 
 

Sections  9, 10 and 11: Release of Personal 

Information, Veteran’s Authorisation and 
Declarations: 

AVCAT has strict privacy rules. To ensure that such 

rules are properly adhered to, each applicant, the 

veteran where appropriate, and the parents or 

custodial parents of the applicant must provide 

AVCAT with certain permissions to release 

information for the use of the selection process. 

 
 


